Treaty with the Choctaw, 1830

[Dancing Rabbit Creek]


A treaty of perpetual friendship, for and in behalf of the Government of the United States, and the Mingoes, Chiefs, Captains and Warriors of the Choctaw Nation, begun and Held at Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the fifteenth of September, in the year eighteen hundred and thirty.


Now therefore that the Choctaw may live under their own laws in peace with the United States and the State of Mississippi they have determined to sell their lands east of the Mississippi and have accordingly agreed to the following articles of treaty:


Article 2.  The United States… shall cause to be conveyed to the Choctaw Nation a tract of country west of the Mississippi River, beginning near Fort Smith running thence to the source of the Canadian fork.  The Choctaw nation of Indians consent and hereby cede to the United States, the entire country they own and possess, east of the Mississippi River; and they agree to move beyond the Mississippi River, early as practicable, one half of the whole number…the residue to follow during the succeeding fall of 1833.


The government and people of the United States are hereby obliged to secure to the said Choctaw Nation of Red People the jurisdiction and government of all the property… so that no Territory or State shall ever have a right to pass laws for the government of the Choctaw Nation and their descendants; and that no part of the land granted them shall ever be embraced in any Territory or State. 


In wagons; and with steam boats as may be found necessary—the U.S. agrees to remove the Indians to their new homes at their expense and under the care of discreet and careful persons, who will be kind and brotherly to them.  They agree to furnish them with ample corn and beef, or pork for themselves and families for twelve months after reaching their new homes.


The U.S. agree…that for the benefit and advantage of the Choctaw people, they shall be educated under the direction of the President and at the expense of the U.S. forty Choctaw youth for twenty years.


Done, and signed, at Dancing Rabbit creek, this 27th day of September, eighteen and thirty.

Jno. H. Eaton,

Jno. Coffee,

Greenwood Leflore,

Musholatubbee, his X mark,

Nittucachee, his X mark.
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