Deas, Edward – 1837 – Creek Removal

Journal Of Occurrences

U.S. Army Disbursing Agent in the Creek Emigration, in charge of the Party.

16th May 1837
The Party numbers 543 as shown by the muster rolls.  After due consideration of all the circumstances I find that the Route by water to the new Indian country West of this Mississippi River at the present time, is preferable to that by land.  

These Indians are a part of those Creeks, that fled from their own country in Alabama after the treaty with the tribe of 1832; hoping probably by taking refuge among the Chickasaws.

They have been apprehended at various points in the Cherokee Nation, scattered over extensive tract of thinly settled or barren country.  It has required a good deal of experience to prepare the present party for emigration.  Nine flatboats have been purchased by the Contractor to be used until steam conveyance can be procured below the Muscle Shoal Falls, in the Tennessee River.  This allowance is sufficient to ensure health and comfort to the people.  

20th May

Early this morning the weather became stormy and the Boats were obliged to land.  We have lost more of the Indians by desertion.

27th May

The Boats passed Memphis this morning early, but we have made no stops, as intimation had been given, that some of the Indians wanted to visit the Chickasaw country, & would attempt to leave the party for that purpose.

29th May

An Indian & a very old woman both of whom have been sick since starting, died today.

30th May

Passed Pine Bluffs in the forenoon.  The River has risen so suddenly within the last few days, that the Pilots think there is no longer danger from snags, or other obstructions at night.

31th May

We reached Little Rock this morning at 7 o’clock, stopped there about an hour, and then continued to run.  

2nd June
We continued to travel through last-night & to-day and reached Fort Smith this evening at dark, and are still progressing at the rate of between 3 & 4 miles an hour.  It should have been mentioned that every day a considerable stop has been made in day time, giving the Indians an opportunity of leaving the Boats.  I do not think that the present Party has suffered on this account.  

4th June 1837
We continued to travel through last night, and this forenoon at 7 o’clock passed the mouth of Grand River.  The Indians had said to me, that they wised to be landed on the west bank of the Verdigris, near the Creek Agency.

5th June

I believe the Indians have received every allowance they were entitled to, and were treated in company with the spirit of the Emigrating Contract.

I do not think that the amount of sickness & number of deaths upon the route has been by any means great.
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