“You say John Ridge was prompted by a selfish ambition when he signed the treaty.  It is not so.  John Ridge signed his death warrant when he signed that treaty, and no one know it better than he…John Ridge may not die tomorrow…but sooner or later he will have to yield his life as the penalty for signing.  John Ridge has not acted blindly, for he sees plainly that his people cannot hope to stand against the white man in their present situation.  Let it not be said that John Ridge acted from motives of ambition, for he acted for what he believed to be the best interests of his people.”
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                                              John Ridge, 1837

