B. B. Cannon’s Journal of Occurrences 
with a Party of Cherokee Emigrants.

                                                   October 1837

Cherokee Agency East, by Genl. N. Smith, Superintendent of Cherokee removals, on the 13th day of October 1837.

Oct. 13th, 1837.

Sent the wagons to the Indian encampment and commenced loading, in the evening.

Oct. 15th, 1837.  


Marched the Party at 8 o”c. A>M> halted and encamped at Spring Creek, at 11 o’c A.M. where Genl. Smith mustered the party, which consumed the remainder of the day, 5 miles to day.

Oct. 16th, 1837.

Marached at 8 o’c A.M., halted and encamped at Kelly’s ferry on Tennessee river, at 4 o’c. P.M. Issued corn  & fodder, Corn meal & bacon, 14 miles to day.

Oct. 21st, 1837.

Marched at 7 ½ o’c. A.M., descended the mountain, halted at Collins river, 4 1/r o’c. P.M., encamped and issued corn & fodder, the Indians appear fatigued this evening.  13 miles today—road extremely rough.

Oct. 27th, 1837.

Crossed the Cumberland river on the Nashville toll bridge.

Oct. 28th, 1837.


Rested for the purpose of washing clothes, repairing wagons, and shoeing horses.  Reese, Starr and others of the emigrants visited Genl. Jackson who was at Nashville, Issued corn & fodder, cornmeal and bacon.

Nov. 8th, 1837.

James Starr & wife, left this morning with two carry-alls to take care of, and bring on three of their children, who were too sick to travel—with instructions to overtake the Party as soon as possible without endangering the lives of their children. ---15 miles to day.

Nov. 11th, 1837.

Marched at 8 o’c, A.M., passed thro’ Jonesboro’ Ill., halted and encamped at Clear creek, in the Mississippi river bottom, ½ past 3 o’c. P.M., Issued corn & fodder, corn meal & bacon—13 miles to day.

Nov. 12th, 1837. 

Marched at 8 o’c. A.M., arrived at Mississippi river, 10 o’c. A.M., Commenced ferrying, at 11 o’c. A.M., directed the party to move a short distance as they crossed the river, and encamp.

Nov. 24th, 1837.

Marched at 8 ½ o’c. A.M., Considerable sickness prevailing, halted at Huzza creek, 4 o’c. P.M., encamped and issued corn & fodder, 12 miles to day.

Nov. 25th, 1837.


Doct. Townsend, officially advised a suspension of our march, in consequence of the severe indisposition of several families.  Accordingly directed the Party to reamin in camp and make the best possible arrangement for the sick, In the evening issued corn & fodder, flour and beef.  

Nov. 26th, 1837.

Remained in camp, sickness continuing and increasing.  

Nov. 28th, 1837.


Moved the Detachment two miles further to a Spring and School-house, obtained permission for as many of the sick to occupy the school-house as could do so.  

Nov. 29th, 1837.

Remained in camp, sickness still increasing, buried Corn Tassels child to day. 

Decr. 4th, 1837.


Marched at 9 o’c. A.M., Buried George Killian, [p.11] and left Mr. Wells to bury a waggoner, (black boy) who died this morning, scarcely room in the wagons for the sick.

Decr. 16th, 1837.


Issued sugar & coffee to the waggoners & Interpreters this morning, Marched at 9 o’c. A.M., passed through Springfield Mo.  12 miles to day.

Decr. 17th, 1837.


Snowed last night, Buried Eleges wife and Chas. Timberlakes son.

Decr. 18, 1837.


Detained on account of sickness, Doct. Townsend sent back to Springfield for medicines, buried Dreadful Waters this evening, Issued corn and fodder & corn meal. 

Decr. 23rd, 1837. 

Buried Rainfrogs daughter.  16 miles to day.

Decr. 28th, 1837.


The Party refused to go further.  Immediately sent an express to Fort Gibson.  Buried another child of Chas Timberlakes, and one which was born (untimely).  Jesse Half Breeds wife had a child last night, issued Pork, corn meal and flour, corn & fodder for to day.

Respectfully submitted B. B. Cannon

Source:  [National Archives Record Group 75, Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Letters Received, Cherokee Emigration, 1837, C-553, filed in Special Case 249]

