F/W. Armstrong, Agent for the Choctaws West to Lewis Cass, Secretary of War

Washington City D.C. March 20th 1833

To the Hon. Lewis Cass

Secretary of War,


Sir:  The emigration had been conducted, from some cause, at great expense.  I left this place on the 26th of July, with my Family, for the Agency.  I reached Knoxville, East Tenn. on my route, when an order overtook me-which was to be present at the payment of the Annuity, to be paid to the Choctaws East of the River.  From the agency I took horses, and went directly to Little Rock, passing through the Choctaws & Chickasaws to Memphis, and at that place, made arrangements for the reception of the Emigrants.  I returned to Memphis in order to engage Boats to meet a party of 2500 Indians at Vixburg.  On the following day, we departed with a detachment of Indians in two Steam Boats for the mouth of the White River.  With this detachment I continued, until we crossed the river at Little Rock.  Here I divided it into 3 parties which were conducted by Lieuts. Limonton, Montgomery,  & Van Horn.  


I was about twenty one days on board various boats, at a time when the cholera was most destructive.


In the performance of all these duties, I had with me my own horses and a faithful servant; for without him I should have been obliged to employ a white man to aid me in getting thro’ such a country.


I have to incur additional expenses, it is evident that I cannot locate my family until after the Choctaw removal is completed.  I am obligated, therefore, to lose, the benefit of making two crops for the support of my family.  
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I have the honour to be 

with high regard

your Ob. Servant

F.W. Armstrong

