“ …glistening like a brilliant field of snow in the summer sun…this beautiful white dazzling surface, bordered by a fringe of verdant green, has the effect of looming, as the sailors call it, producing to the unpracticed eye much delusion…

A long continuance of hot, dry weather produces a solid mass of salt from five to fifteen inches thick, covering a hundred acres very much resembling a large pond of water covered with rough ice…There are several springs which rise within the flat, around which the salt forms in solid masses…At one of these springs, I hewed out a piece of salt sixteen inches thick, then dug about a foot below the surface of the ground and still found an almost solid mass of salt.”
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George Sibley, Indian Agent at Fort Osage, Missouri, 

report upon encountering the Salt Plains, 1811.

