“We never had a thought of exchanging our land for any other, as we think that we wouldn’t find a country that would suit us as well as this we now occupy, it being the land of our forefathers.

“We wish our father [the President] to extend this protection to us here, as he proposes to do on the west of the Mississippi.

“Our father the President wishes that we should come under the laws of the United States; not consent to be under your government.  If we should consent, we should be likened unto young corn growing and met with a drought that would kill it.”

                                       Levi Colbert, Chickasaw, 1826

