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On the 10th., about noon, I passed the Grand Saline (Cimarron river), which is of a reddish color, though its water is very clear.  About two days march up this river, you find the prairie grass incrusted with salt, and on the N.E. bank, fresh water springs, and lakes abounding with fish. This salt the Arkansas Osages obtain by scraping it off the prairie with a turkey’s wing into a wooden trencher.  


After encountering every hardship to which a voyage is subject in small canoes at so inclement a season of the year, I arrived on the 23rd in a storm of hail and snow, at the wintering-camp of (Big Foot) chief of the Osages who reside on Verdigrise river.


He said that he had been informed the United States intended to erect factories on the Osage river, and that he was anxious to have one near to his own village; for that purpose he was willing to give the United States the tract of country lying between the Vertigrise and Grand (Neosho) rivers.  A factory, with a garrison of troops stationed there, would answer the double purpose of keeping in order those Indians, who are the most desperate.  It also would tend to preserve harmony among the Choctaws, Creeks, Cherokees, and Osages of the three different villages, who are in a constant state of warfare.


About 58 or 60 miles u the Verdigrise is situated the Osage village.  Thos band, some four or five years since, were led by the chief Cashesegra (Big Foot) to the waters of the Arkansaw, at the request of Pierre Chouteau, for the purpose of securing their trade, the exclusive trade of the Osage river.  Clermont, or the Builder of Towns, is the greatest warrior and most influential man.  He is the lawful sovereign of the Grand Osages; but his hereditary right was usurped by Pahuska or White Hair, while Clermont was yet an infant.  


On the 31st I passed the mouth of the Pottoe, a deep though narrow stream.  


The surface of the country between the Osage towns and the Pawnee village is generally broken and naked; the soil sterile, and abounding with flint and lime stones.  As you approach the waters of the Kansas, it becomes hilly and sandy.


Below the Verdigrise the shores of the Arkansaw are generally lined with cane, and consequently rich bottoms.  I was informed by the Indians that the country to the northwest of the Osage village abounds with valuable lead mines, but I could make no discovery of any body of mineral.


The chart which accompanies this report, of the course of the Arkansaw, I hope will prove satisfactory, not only to yourself, but the president.


I have the honor to subscribe myself,
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