
May 17, --On rising this morning I learned, much to my surprise, that nearly all our oxen had wandered off during the night.  I immediately sent seven of the teamsters in search of them; but they returned unsuccessful, reporting that they could get no track of them.  I then started with one or our Delawares, and after going a short distance from camp took the track, and following it about a mile, came up with the animals.  


As we did not march until very late this morning, we only made eleven miles, and encamped upon one of the branches of Cache creek.


We have to-day seen the first buffalo tracks.  They were made during the last rains, and are about five days old.  We are anxiously awaiting the time when we shall see the animals themselves.


In the evening, one of the hunters came into camp and informed us that a panther had crossed the creek but a short distance above, and was coming towards us.  Everybody was up in an instant, seizing muskets, rifles, or any other weapon that came to hand.


At this moment, however, our old bear-dog came up, and no sooner had he caught a snuff of the atmosphere than, suddenly coming to a stop and raising his head into the air, he sent forth one prolonged note, and started off in full cry upon the trail.  He led off boldly into the timber, with the men at their heels, each one anxious to get the first glimpse of the panther.


He was a fine specimen of the North American cougar measuring eight and a half feet from his nose to the extremity of his tail. 


May 18 – As soon as the train was under way this morning, Apt. McClellan and myself crossed over the dividing ridge and rode to Red river.  


As we advance, the country becomes more barren, and woodlands are less frequently met with; indeed, upon the river there is no other timber, but cotton wood. 


We have seen near here several varieties of birds, among which I observed the meadow lark, the killdeer, and several varieties of small birds.  


Our Delawares report that they have seen numerous fresh buffalo “signs,” and that we shall probably soon come upon the herds.


May 19 – Last evening the sky became overcast with heavy clouds, and frequent flashes of lightening were observed near the horizon in the north and northwest.  Much rain has fallen, and the earth has become so soft that I have concluded to remain here until the ground dries.  Frequent rains are very unusual upon the plains at this season of the year; when the dry season sets in, and there is seldom any more rain until about the middle of August.


May 26 – some of the mountains which we ascended yesterday upon the east side of the creek, exhibited a conformation and composition similar to those upon the west side—that of a course, soft, flesh-colored granite.


Deer and antelopes are plenty, but turkeys are becoming scarce as we go west.  Along the banks of the Red river, but the last thirty miles, we have observed a range of sand-hills.


From the fact that the Wichita mountains are composed almost entirely of granite and other silicious rocks.  I have no doubt but that this will be found, upon examination, to be a very productive mineral district.


May 27 – Shortly after we had pitched our tents, a large party of Indians made their appearance on the opposite bank.  


They proved to be a hunting party of Wichitas, about one hundred and fifty in number, and were commanded by an old chief, “Canaje-Hexie.”  They had with them a large number of horses and mules, heavily laden with jerked buffalo meat, and ten wild horses which they had lassoed upon the prairie.  They said they had been in search of us for several days; having learned we were coming up Red river, they were desirous of knowing what our business was in this part of their country.  I replied to them that I was going to head of Red river for the purpose of visiting the Indians, cultivating their friendship, and delivering to them “a talk” from the Great Captain of all the whites, who, in token of his kindly feelings, had sent some presents to be distributed among such of his red children as were friends to Americans.  I also told them that all the prairie tribes would be held responsible for depredations committed against the people of Texas, as well as elsewhere in our territories.  


They remarked in the course of the interview that some few of their old men had been in the head of the river, and that the journey could be made in eighteen days by rapid riding.


I distributed some presents among them, with a few rations of pork and flour.   


May 28 – Captain McClellan has, by observation upon lunar distances, determined that longitude of our last camp upon the creek to be 100 degrees 0 minutes and 45 seconds, which is but a short distance from the point where the line dividing the Choctaw territory from the State of Texas crosses Red river. 


Captain McClellan will start to-morrow morning for the purpose of running the meridian of the 100th degree of longitude to where it intersects Red river, and will mark the point distinctly.


May 29 – This mountain is composed of huge masses of loose granite rock, thrown together in such confusion that it is seldom any portion can be seen in its original position.  There are veins of quartz, green stone, and porphyry running through the granite, similar to those that characterize the gold-bearing formation of California, New Mexico, and elsewhere.  
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