Pre-Advanced Placement Oklahoma History

5 Civilized Tribes Debate Documents – Enticed Removal

Document #1

“ The white man is growing. He wants our lands; he will buy them now. By and by, he will take them and the little band of our people, poor and despised, will be left to wander without homes and be beaten like dogs.  We will go to a new home and learn, like the white man, to till the earth, grow cattle, and depend on these for food and life.  This knowledge makes the white men like the leaves; the want of it makes the red men few and weak. Let us learn to make books as the white man does and we shall grow and again become a great nation.”

Chief William McIntosh of the Lower Creeks, 

address to the tribal council, 1825

Document #2

NATIVE AMERICAN LOCATION PRIOR TO REMOVAL, 1830
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Document #3

“The nation is improving...

“In 1810 there were 19,500 cattle; 6,100 horses; 19,600 swine; 1,037 sheep. 

At this time there are 22,000 cattle; 7600 horses; 46,000swine; 2,500 sheep; 62 Blacksmith-shops; 8 cotton machines; 18 schools; 18 ferries; and a number of public roads.  In one district there were, last winter, upwards of 1000 volumes of good books.”

Elias Boudinot, Cherokee, 1826

Document #4

Treaty with the Choctaw, 1820

[Doak’s Stand]

A treaty of friendship, limits, and accommodation, between the United States of America and the Choctaw nation of Indians, begun and concluded at the Treaty Ground, in said nation, near Doak’s Stand on the Natchez Road.  In behalf of themselves and the said nation, do by these presents, cede to the United States of America, all the land lying and being within the boundaries.  East of Pearl River, thence northwardly to a black oak, standing on the Natchez road, thence a straight line to the head of Black Creek, thence a direction course, so as to strike the Mississippi one mile below the mouth of the Arkansas River. 


Article 2.  The commissioners of the United States, do hereby cede to said nation, a tract of country west of the Mississippi River, situate between the Arkansas and Red River.


Article 13.  To enable the Mingoes, Chiefs, and Head Men, of the Choctaw nation, to raise and organize a corps of Light-Horse, consisting of ten in each District, so that good order may be maintained, and that all men, both white and red, may be compelled to pay their just debts, that the sum of two hundred dollars shall be appropriated by the United States, for each district, annually, and placed in the hands of the agent, to pay the expenses incurred in raising and establishing said corps; which is to act as executive officers, in maintaining good order.


Article 15.  The peace and harmony subsisting between the Choctaw Nation of Indians and the United States, are hereby renewed, continued, and declared to be perpetual.

Andrew Jackson,

Thomas Hinds,

Puckshenubbee, his X mark,

Pooshawattaha, his X mark,

Mushulatubbee, his X mark,

General Humming Bird, his X mark.

Document #5

Cherokee Women’s Petition, June 30, 1818

“We have called a meeting among ourselves to consult on the different points now before the council, relating to our national affairs.  We have heard with painful feeling that the bounds of the land we now possess are to be drawn into very narrow limits.  The land was given to us by the Great Spirit above as our common right, to raise our children upon & to make support for our rising generations.  We therefore humbly petition the head men & warriors, to hold out to the last in support of our common rights, as the Cherokee nation might have been the first settlers in this land; we therefore claim the right of the soil.

“We well remember that our country was formerly very extensive, but by repeated sales it has become very narrow limits.  Our Father the President advised us to become farmers, to manufacture our own clothes.  To this advice we have attended in every thing as far as we were able.  Now the thought of being compelled to remove the other side of the Mississippi is dreadful to us.

“We therefore unanimously join in our meeting to hold our country in common as hitherto.  

Document #6

Journal of Cherokee Studies

The New York Spectator, November 23, 1821

Rev. A. Hoyt

“There are, belonging to the two schools, taught in this place, ninety-six Cherokee children of both sexes, about two-thirds males—all of whom are boarded, and many of them clothed, at the expense of the mission.  Of those who attended school last year, three have finished their course and left the institution, and six others have left the school who could read and write.  Public worship is attended, at each of these schools, on the Sabbath, at which numbers of the parents, as well as the children, attend, and some have made a public profession of the Christian religion.


“The children of the schools continue to manifest an aptness to learn, a willingness to labour, and a readiness to submit to all the rules of the school.  The Cherokees, we think, are fast advancing towards civilized life.”  

Document #7

“The time seems to have arrived when our policy towards them should undergo an important change.  They neither are, in fact, nor ought to be considered as independent nations.  

Our views of their interest, ought to govern them.  By a proper combination of force and persuasion, of punishments and rewards, they ought to be brought within the pales of law and civilization.  Left to themselves, they will never reach that desirable condition.  

Our laws and manners ought to supersede their present savage manners and customs.

The land ought to be divided among families; and the idea of individual property in the soil carefully inculcated.  Their annuities would constitute an ample school fund.

The Indians are not so suited as to leave it to time and experience to effect their civilization.”

Secretary of War John C. Calhoun, December 5, 1818
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