 “My people have never first drawn a bow or fired a gun against the whites.  There has been trouble on the line between us and my young men have danced the War Dance. But it was not begun by us. It was you, who sent out the first soldier… Two years ago, I came upon this road, following the buffalo, that my children might have their cheeks plump and their bodies warm …The blue-dressed solider came out of the night and lit our lodges. Instead of hunting game, they killed my braves … The Comanche are not weak and blind…They are strong and far-sighted …You said that you wanted to put us upon a reservation, to build us houses…I do not want them. I was born upon the prairies where the wind blew free... I know every stream and every wood between the Rio Grande and the Arkansas. I have hunted and lived over that country. I lived like my fathers before me…I lived happily.”
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Comanche Chief Ten Bears, 
Medicine Lodge Council, 1867.
