“ They at once commenced the erection of cabins and providing themselves with suitable places for winter. The land on which they were located was new, uncultivated and for the greater part covered with timber. On this land and without any farming implements, except such as had been transported with them from Kansas and Fort Gibson, and without any seeds furnished them except corn, they were told that they must raise sufficient for their own subsistence after the first day of July, 1867, as the government had determined to furnish  no more supplies after that time.  Using every exertion possible with the means at my command, I procured them sufficient axes, wedges, and other tools, so that each band could fence a field in common.  During the winter they made more than 100,000 rails; some bands of 100 persons fencing 500acres, by carrying the rails on their backs….They raised more than 11,000 bushels of corn and correspondingly large amounts of vegetables and garden produce. By a system of government enforced by the chief and headman, every man and woman was compelled to work and any neglect on the day appointed was visited with a fine of $5.00 a day and the amount was immediately collected even though it took the last blanket the person slept on or the last penny in the family…the coming year will show a prosperous, contented people.”





Agent to the Seminoles, Wewoka, 1867.

