A. W. Wilson and J. W. Washbourne to Stand Watie

Fayetteville Ark

May 18th, 1861 

Capt. Stand Watie,

Dr. Sir:

Every day strengthens the probability that the soil of the Cherokee People will be wrested from them unless they bow down to Abolitionism and every day convinces us that it is very important that the Cherokee be up and doing to defend their soil, their homes, their firesides, aye their very existence. To this end the State of Arkansas and the Confederate Government will also strive, and bloodless will not be any victory over us. The integrity of the soil of the Southern Indians must and shall be maintained. We shall do all that men can do to so maintain them. 

We are happy to inform you in accordance with our promise of said letter that we would afford you all the aid we could that a certain number of guns, good guns, have been granted to the State of Arkansas, for the use of the Cherokees in the defense of their and our frontier. So, push on the good work and train your men and apply for these guns. 

The subjugation of the Cherokee to the rule of Abolition, and the overwhelming of the race before the hordes of greedy Republicans. Of course you will all be prepared to repel so distasteful an appointment, and resist all efforts to enslave the Cherokees. 

We should be pleased to hear from you, your success in organizing your people and concerning their feelings and intentions in the present state of war. 

Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servt. 

Mrs. Sarah C. Watie to Stand Watie

June 8th 1863 

My dear half,

I have not had a chance to write you a long letter since you left… Tell my boys to always show mercy as they expect to find God merciful to them. If you should ever catch William Ross dont have him killed, I know how bad his mother would feel but keep him till the war is over. I know they all deserve death but I do feel for his old mother and then I want them to know that you do not want to kill them just to get them out of your way. I want them to know you are not afraid of their influence. Always do as near right as you can. 

We have not a bit of water here we almost starve for water…Sister Nancy I do not think will live through the summer she wants me to go and stay with her while she lives. 

I will get me a house in Bellview so the children can go to school it (is) impossible for (me) to stay here I will get some one to stay and take care of our corn, it will do to fatten our horses.


You must write every chance… it looks like I cant live and not hear from you. 








S. C. Watie.








Write soon.

Stand Watie to Mrs. Stand Watie

Camp near North Fork

Nov. 12th, 1863 

My dear Sally


Killed a few Pins in Tahlequah. They had been holding council. I had the old council house set on fire and burnt down, also John Ross’s house…Since my return I have been sick but now good deal better. 


There is a grand council of the different (tribes) to be held at Armstrong Academy on the 16th. Would like to attend but can’t leave the command. Since Steele’s and Cooper’s retreat from Fort Smith I have been placed in command of the Indian troops (all) but Choctaws.


I will send you pork enough to do you in a few days. I have concluded to have the hogs killed here and the meat hauled to you. You need not try to buy any. I can get it here. 


I will write soon again. Love to the little ones and everybody else.








Your husband 








Stand Watie
Elias Cornelius Boudinot to Stand Watie

House of Representatives

Richmond, Va. Jany. 24, 1864 

Dear Uncle


I regret exceedingly that I have not been able to forward money sooner…Congress is making slow preparation to meet the enemy in the Spring from the tone of Northern papers the Yankees believe they have us subjugated already, and are quarreling among themselves about what shall be done with us. 


My plan which I have submitted to the President is to place Price in command of the Dept. of Mo. and the Indian Country, and organize the Indians into three small brigades to be commanded by citizens of the several Nations.

The Yankees will summon all their energies in the Spring to take Richmond and Atlanta, McClellan is likely to be their conservative candidate for President, and either Lincoln or Grant the radical. 






My regards to all the boys. 






As ever, 





Yr. nephew 






Cornelius.

Camp Watie on Middle Boggy

April 24th 1864. 

My Dear Sallie,


News from all quarters is very cheering but you have heard all so I will only relate what is going on here. The wild Indians from Kansas are getting to be very troublesome on the western border. 


 The Feds are short of provisions, since the failure of the enemy to occupy Texas. We are now ready to move, only waiting for orders. Quantrell crossed the Arkansas river near the Creek Agency and killed eight men (Creeks) one of them shot a little boy and killed him. 


 I have always been opposed to killing women and children although our enemies have done it, yet I shall always protest against any acts of that kind…No property is safe anywhere, stealing and open robbery is of every days occurrence. 


Sometimes I examine myself throughly and I will always come to the conclusion that I am not such a bad man at last as I am looked upon. God will give me justice if I am to be punished for the opinions of other people, who do not know my heart I cant help it. 


Let me hear from you, if possible I will write again before I get off too far. 









Your affectionate husband.  SW
June 12, 1864. 

My dear husband.


I have not been well enough to write much since I came here sometimes I feel well for a day or two then worse. I dont hear from you at all and that troubles me and all things put together keeps me in such low spirits that I can’t mend….I dont feel as if they treat you right so let them go where they want to go as for the Nation I believe it is bound to go to the dogs and the more one does to save it the more blame they will have to bear. 

I dont ever expect to sit down in peace among them and if I could I would not… I have no desire to live, if it was not for Jack and Ninny… I would like to feel free once in life again and feel no dread of war or any other trouble. 

 I will try and get some where close to a school so that the children can go from home. They are to small to board out long at the time. I will try and have them clothes enough for winter but that is all I can do… 










Sally
Elias Cornelius Boudinot to Stand Watie

Shreveport, La. May 11, 1865. 

Dear Uncle,

I have had a long and tedious journey from Richmond… I got a bill through Congress requiring Genl Smith to turn over to the Cherokee… The surrender of Lee and Johnson virtually puts an end to the war on the other side of the river. The people from Virginia to the Miss. river are willing to try the experiment of absolute submission and return to the old Union. Gen Smith in my opinion will hold on if possible a month or two yet, until the hopelessness of further resistance is apparent to the world, before he will yield the contest.

From all that I learn his army will fall to pieces. The war will close in some shape by the 1st day of August, unless the old story of foreign intervention should be verified. Our policy should be to remain still and watch the current of events. 







Aff’ly Yr. Nephew, 







Cornelius.

P.S. Congress voted you thanks for the capture of the train last fall. 

