     “ Riding to a high point of ground, where he could be seen for miles each way, with a flag in one hand and a bugle in the other, the signal officer took his position. At 12 o’clock, he raised the bugle to his lips and gave the signal blast, long and loud, waving and dropping the flag at the same moment. 
     Then began the race for homes. It was a race free for all. The government was the starter and the American people were the racers. Cheers and shouts from fifty thousand souls sent their echoes o’er the hill and plain. 
     The long railway trains, too, with ear-piercing shrieks from their engine whistles joined in the race.  From the windows of every coach came shouts of cheer and the waving of flags to those that were racing on either side of the fast-flying trains.  
     The racers are seen leaping from their horses, a happy shout, a waving of their hat and the setting of a flag or stake. They have taken a homestead.”

                                                    Hamilton Wicks, “The Opening of Oklahoma”
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