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 “The Stockmen convention at Cardwell have given notice that Roundup would begin on Monfort and Johnsons Ranch on the Canadian, May the first.  The entire range in this area has been divided into six districts.”


Cowboys would begin their own cattle herds during roundup time, branding mavericks, sometimes by rustling on a small scale.  Many herds started like this grew into ranches that are known to this day.  One of the herds to be established on the million acre lease was that of John Shaw, who branded with a Bar S. L.  The first record made of this brand was in the year 1882.  Bill Skaggs owned the Flying B connected and located on Sargent Major Creek near the Washita River.


Cattle stealing was always a menace to a lease so large.  Often some of the men hired as line riders were mixed up in gangs of rustler.  


The Western Cattle Trail that first was a blessing for its convenience became a menace.  It was a hard task to watch every trail heard when millions were pouring up the trail to ranges in the North.  Much loss was suffered by range cattle mixing with the trail herds.  To add to this difficulty the trail herds carried the feared Texas fever to the range cattle.  


The most serious trouble that ever confronted the C. and A. Cattle Company, also other neighboring ranches, was the slow but surely rising Indian crisis.  The real cause of the trouble was that not fall Indians were agreeable to the leasing of their lands. During the period of seven years the trouble finally came to a head.  There became a constant state of war between the riders and the Indians.  Wire fences were cut and riders shot at.  In one case a lnie rider was found dead with a bullet in the back of his head.  Prairie fires were started burning thousands of acres, destroying winter grass and many cattle.  


President Cleveland found only one answer:  evacuate all cattle from the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Reservation immediately.  The dead line was July 25, 1885.  This was a disastrous blow to the big cattlemen.  The leases were null and void and there would be no refund of monies invested.” 

Cheyenne and Arapahoe Cattle Company

Aug. 28, 1885

Report of M. C. Wiserlls

1st Lieut. of U.S. Cavalry

