24 Stat., 388. 
An act to provide for the allotment of lands in severalty to Indians on the various reservations, and to extend the protection of the laws of the United States and the Territories over the Indians.

Be it enacted
That all allotments set apart under the provisions of this act shall be selected by the Indians, heads of families selecting for their minor children, and the agents shall select for each orphan child. 

That the allotments provided for in this act shall be made by special agents                       appointed by the President for such purpose.

That where any Indian not residing upon a reservation, or for whose tribe no reservation has been provided by treaty, shall make settlement upon any lands of the United States, he or she shall be entitled, upon application to the local land-office, to have the same allotted to him or her, and to his or her children.  

That at any time after lands have been allotted to all the Indians of any tribe as herein provided, it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Interior to negotiate with such Indian tribe for the purchase and release by said tribe such portions of its reservation not allotted as such tribe shall consent to sell;

And provided further, That no patents shall issue except for a homestead. The patents aforesaid shall be recorded in the General Land Office, and afterward delivered, free of charge, to the allottee.

And if any religious society now occupying any of the public lands to which this act is applicable, for religious or educational work among the Indians, the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to confirm to such society one hundred and sixty acres so long as the same shall be so occupied for religious or educational purposes. 

And hereafter in the employment of Indian police, or any other employees in the public service among any of the Indian tribes or bands affected by this act, and where Indians can perform the duties required, those Indians who have availed themselves of the provisions of this act and become citizens of the United States shall be preferred.

And every Indian born within the territorial limits of the United States to whom allotments shall have been made under the provisions of this act who has voluntarily taken up has adopted the habits of civilized life, is hereby declared to be a citizen of the United States, and is entitled to all the rights, privileges, and immunities of such citizens.

That the provision of this act shall not extend to the territory occupied by the Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Seminoles, and Osage, Miamies and Peorias, and Sacs and Foxes. 

         February 8, 1887  

 

 

