…During the month of November 1870 …At the wharf at Ft. Smith, Father and I mounted on two black ponies boarded the steam ferry on our way to Okmulgee, Indian Territory. At the same time Frank Nash the only druggist in the Indian Territory and Uncle John Cunningham the Postmaster at Fort Gibson were also passengers.

The next day we ferried the Arkansas River …and arrived at General Stand Waties home at Webber Falls for dinner…We proceeded on and arrived at the Old Creek Agency  where we "put up" at Aunt Sarah's  Tavern. 

…The next day father put me to work at our store.  One of my first duties was to assort the furs we bought during the day—I piled the coon, fox, skunk, wolf, oppossum, badger, beaver and otter each by themselves; later the fur buyers who would come and bid on the furs which went to the highest bidder. We also traded with the Indians for venison, wild turkey, sweet potatoes, and corn in the winter months. After the first of January each year the Indians would come in and trade on their cattle to be delivered. 

Colonel Parker a full blood New York Indian who was on General Grant's staff during the war, was made Commissioner of Indian Affairs. It was conceived that an Indian State where all the Indians of the United States could be concentrated would offer a sound plan for dealing with the Indians. Toward that end Congress made an appropriation to pay the expenses of what was organized as the "Grand Council" which had its first meeting at Okmulgee, Muskogee Nation, Indian Territory, in May, 1870…There was a good attendance (from) 34 different tribes represented- Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws, Seminoles, Choctaws, Osages, Sac, Fox, Kickapoos, Iowas, Shawnees, Peorias, Cheyennes, Comanches, Kiowas, Delawares, Caddos, Arapahoes, Kechis, Pawnees, Wyandots, Ponias, Euchees and others. 

It was like 34 different tongues at the Tower of Babal. The purpose was to form a regular republican form of state government, to have representatives to two houses, and a governor; they discussed the proposition for 8 years. Nearly all the tribes wanted to keep up their old ways of living.
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