	“When I left Louisville, Kentucky, with my father, after he had been honorably discharged from the Federal Army, we started to go by steamboat to Atchison, Kansas…General Custer’s 7th Cavalry had returned from its successful raid against the Cheyenne village of Black Kettle, on the Washita, only two days before. Several weeks were spent in reorganizing the expedition at the new post, which was named, Camp Supply, after which preparations were made to move the main body of the command over to the valley of the Washita at the scene of the Black Kettle fight. 

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency had been removed from Fort Larned, Kansas, to Camp Supply, Indian Territory. By the terms of the treaty which was negotiated with the chiefs and head men of the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes at the Medicine Lodge peace council, in the autumn of 1867, the people of those tribes were to have a reservation between the Cimarron and Arkansas rivers…But, because of the strained relations existing between the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes on the one side, and the Osage and Kaw tribes on the other, the Cheyenne and Arapaho people refused to settle on the reservation which had thus been assigned to them and so they were assigned to the one south of the Cherokee Strip. 

Brinton Darlington was an old man when he was appointed agent for the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes. He did not bring his family with him to the Territory…Agent Darlington won the confidence of the Indians to a most remarkable degree and, when he died, they

mourned for him as they would have mourned for one of their own leaders. 

In the spring of 1871, Left Hand, who was one of the war chiefs of the Arapaho tribe, asked permission of Agent Darlington to go to Colorado on a hostile raid against the people of the Ute tribe, who were the hereditary enemies of the Arapaho, Cheyenne and other tribes of the Plains. Of course, the agent was opposed to anything of that kind, yet, not wishing to offend Left Hand, he promised to refer the request to the Interior Department, at Washington, in the hope that by delaying the matter the project might be given up. Left Hand waited a reasonable length of time for a reply and then, with a party of 150 young Arapaho braves, he left the reservation… toward the haunts of the hated Utes. He had been gone three days when Agent Darlington (was instructed) to prevent the raid by all means. The agent called for volunteers to follow Left Hand and his band and bring them back to the reservation. (We) were in sight of the Rocky Mountains when they were thus turned back. The return trip was made much more slowly, as there was much hunting done along the way. 

Each year the Indians were permitted to go out on the Plains to hunt buffalo. As the buffalo decreased in numbers, the Indians became more restless and dissatisfied. The extension of the railways had made the buffalo ranges easily accessible to white hunters and also offered a cheap and easy means of transportation for hides, tongues and meat. 
For some years after the Agency at Darlington was established, the sole source of revenue to the Indians (aside from their annuities) was the buffalo robes which they secured each year. When the buffalo herds finally disappeared and the hunts had to be discontinued, this source of revenue was gone. 
After the lands of the Cherokee Strip and the Unassigned District had been occupied by cattle ranges, the leasing of Indian lands for use as cattle ranges began to be agitated. The people of the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes finally leased their lands to cattlemen; the proceeds of the leases—$87,000.00 per annum—being paid directly to the Indians. 

I continued to live at Darlington until the opening of the Oklahoma country to white settlement. Most of the men with whom I was associated while in the Indian Service have long since crossed the Great Divide.” 

John MurphyChronicles of Oklahoma, June, 1923
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