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at Indian Schools
Rev. P.P. Brown, Reprinted in the Chronicles of Oklahoma, Volume 14, No. 1, March, 1936
On Thursday, our company moved on to the school under the superintendency of Rev. E. Hotchkin, one of the missionaries of the American Board of Commissioners. It is called The Koonsher Female Seminary. This is called a "school for boys” but it is exclusively for girls. Forty-four are boarded upon an appropriation of $3,000 from the Nation and $600 from the Board. The school is arranged into two departments, under two teachers. In point of discipline and instruction, it is regarded the first Female school in the nation. 
[bookmark: 70]On Thursday evening we were presented with a pleasing specimen of superior learning of the young ladies. The exercises commenced by each young lady rising successively to her feet, and repeating the same verse of Scripture. After worship Mr. Israel Fulsom gave a spirited address in Choctaw and English seeming to dwell mostly on the benefits to be derived from Bible instruction.
 About seven o'clock on Friday morning, the examination commenced, in a meeting house, a neat frame building erected with funds principally obtained in the neighborhood. Quite a number of Choctaws and whites were present. The exercises were conducted in a manner well calculated to please a popular audience, which must judge from what it sees rather than from what it hears; questions being rapidly proposed and as promptly answered. In addition to the history of the United States, a small elementary work on philosophy have been pursued. Several neatly executed maps of the U. States were shown, as the work of the young ladies. 
[bookmark: 71][bookmark: 72]On Saturday, I attended the examination of the female school under the superintendence of Mr. Kingsbury, at Pine Ridge Station.  It is called the Chuala Female Seminary.  At the close of the exercises, we were shown some specimens of work executed by the young ladies.  The work was very neatly finished, in a style that would do honor to any young boarding school in the States. The different articles were sold at auction; the proceeds of which were to be applied in erecting a Meeting house on Blue River.
[bookmark: 73]After dinner, I left Doaksville on my way to the male school, under the superintendence of Rev. A. Wright.  It is five miles from Wheelock, where Mr. Wright resides, and twelve miles east of Fort Towson. The sixteen boys here are mostly small and understand the English language. At an early hour on Monday morning, the examination commenced. The studies pursued were spelling, reading, writing, mental arithmetic, geography, and music. Several pieces, both sacred and secular, were sung by the boys, to the great amusement of the spectators. At the close, an address was given by Mr. Leflore, the chief of the district. At the commencement of the schools, he strongly opposed them, but is now decidedly in their favor. 
[bookmark: 74][bookmark: 75][bookmark: 76]Early next morning, I went on to Mr. Wright, to attend the examination of the female school under his superintendence, called The Wheelock Female Seminary. Forty-five pupils divided in primary and higher departments, were examined by two teachers. The exercises were held in Mr. Wright's excellent stone church, the best edifice of the kind in the Nation.  A respectable number of persons were present to witness the recitations. It is really a gratifying thought, to enter a school room in the Nation and see the youthful eye so eagerly bent upon the book, to witness the earnestness of attention in investigation. Thus has ended my tour to the schools. 
Rev. P.P. Brown, visiting missionary, report published in the Indian Advocate, Louisville, Kentucky, July, 1847, under the patronage of the American Indian Baptist Mission Association. 
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