[image: image1.png]Less than ninety years ago
travel across the Indian and O}
Territories posed a disturbing
to passengers. As the train stopped
some deserted station or isolated
ter tank, a masked figure might ki

open the door, gun in one hand,
grain sack in the other. Shocked pa;

sengers would be forced to drop the|
valuables into the sack. More
likely a_thunderous boom would
heard from the express car as fl
thicves blew the safe.
Tn June, 1870, the Missouri-Kan

sas- Texas (Katy) crossed the terri
line from Chetopa, Kansas, thus

[ coming_the first railroad to ent
cither Tndian or Oklahoma Terr
ies. Laying rals through Vinita,
or, Muskogee, McAloster to
Texas, they won the race to be
first railroad to tap the rich sout

west trade area.
But i almost a dead heat the

Vinita, where Katy and Frisco trac}

crews fought hand-to-hand  combat

then on to Tulsa, Sapulpa; and the
BY ARTHUR SHOEMAKER future Oklahoma City.




[image: image2.png]The airline pirate is the
hoogeyman of modern travel.
. Our grandparents

were haunted by a

specter equally frightening . ..

Far to the west two other railroads, |
1o Santa Fe and Rock Tsland, sent
onstruction crews pouring dovn from
he Kansas line. The Santa Fe built
wough Ponca City, Oklahoma City, |
urcell, Ardmore, and into Texas,
hile the Rock Tsland followed the
ute of the historic Chisholm Trail
wrough Enid, El Reno, Chickasha, |
nuncan, to the Red River.

The Katy has the dubious honor,
Iso, of having both the first and last |
rain holdups in Oklahoma. The two
oldups were half.a.century apart,
he first, in 1873, took place ten |
siles north of Denison by an alleged |
and of Cherokees who made off with |
wo thousand dollars and a sack full
{ watches and rings. In 1523 Al
ipencer pulled off the last heist, at |
kesa, deep in the Osage hills west
{ Bartlesville.
There may be room for argument,
ut the Daltons—Bob, Grat, and Em-
nett—scem to have been Oklahoma's
nost. daring and successful train rob-
ers; and the deadliest. Though their |
irsttrain holdup took place in Cal;
ornia, they hit their peak in the twin |
erritories. Tn rapid succession they
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hit the Santa Fe at both Wharton
(now Perry), where they killed the
station agont, and at Red Rock.

With each robbery they grew more
bold and reckless. They once passed
the word that on a certain night they
would rob the northbound Katy at
Pryor's Creek. To prevent it railroad
officials put fifteen special deputies
on the train and surrounded the depot.
with o heavily armed posse. Late that
night the train came in, but the Dal-
tons didn't. The guards relaxed with
relief. The big showdown had been
‘avoided. They were unaware that the
outlaws were waiting at Adair, the
next stop up the line.

Although they fought valiantly, the
guards were caught completely by
surprise at Adair. The hidden bandits
riddled the train with bullets killing
two lawmen and wounding several
passengers. The safe was blasted and
looted. The terrified passengers were
‘made to contribute to the grain sack.
The hijackers made o clean getaway
with an estimated twenty to thirty
thousand dollars.

After the Daltons met their end at
Coffeyville, Bill Doolin and his free-

booters stepped into the picture. This
new and deadly bunch of marauders
were to leave a bloody trail of plunder
across Oklahoma. Like the Daltons
thoy struck first out-f-state; the Mis-
souri Pacific at Caney, Kansas. Fol.
| Towing this successful holdup, they
moved across the line. At Wharton,
they scored a double by stopping both
north and southbound Santa Fe trans.
Next they hit the Rock Island at
Dover. In each robbery the passen-
ers had to ante-up into the familiar
| grain sack.

‘At the opposite end of the outlaw
scale, we come fo the Jennings gang.
‘Al and brother Frank were quie ser-
fous about their work, but somehow
nothing seemed to o right. They
planned their first job carefully. At
Bond Switeh, twenty-two miles south
of Muskogee, they piled tics on the
track and waved a rod flag o siop
the train. Instead of stopping, the
engincer poured on the coal, crashed

| through tho ties and roared past the
surprised robbers. For their second
job they picked the Santa Fe at Pur-
oll bat had 1o leave fown running
continued




[image: image3.png]from the law when they were discov-
ered hiding in the freight yard
Their luck improved a little when
they flagged down a Rock Tsland train
at Pocasset Switch near Chickasha.
They failed to blow the safe, but they
hauled out the trusty grain sack. For-
tunately, the passengers, by that time,
had hidden most of their valuables.
The law grew tired of these escapades
and soon rounded up the whole bunch

e S1. Louis-San Francisco (Frisco) bu
Ky and F160 frack ciows 1ought hand:

it toward Vinia (herg
hand combat) <

near Bixby following a spirited gun
battle.

Not all such blunders and unsuc-
cessful_holdups were mado by ama-
teurs. Texas Jack (Nathanial) Reed
was a pro and carried .45 caliber cre.
dentials to prove it. Much of the time
ho was a loner who moved from one
gang to another over the southwest
Operating on a tip that a big money
shipment was_coming through on a
Katy train, Reed dredged up Buz
Luckey, Will Smith, and Tom Root
to help him pull the job. At Black-
stone, north of Muskogee, the out-
laws threw a switch and forced the
train to stop, but their tip proved to
be wrong. Instead of money the train
carried a load of lawmen. Bud Led-
better, veteran Territory lawman, and
his deputies were riding “shotgun.

For thirty minutes bandits and of-

ficers traded shots. Growing impe
tient, Texas Jack jumped in a coay
and proceeded to rob the passenger
As he backed out the door, Ledbettd
snapped off a shot that caught Jac
in the hip. It ended the struggle. Th
other bandits gathered up Jack an:
the sack and scattered in the dark
Crippled Toxas Jack Reed eventuall
made it to the home of a brother liv
ing in Arkansas. There he recoveres
from his wounds and turned himse}
in to Judge Parker. He served hi
time and went straight.

In 1894 a “railroad war” erupted ot
the Rock Island line in the Enid ares
The trouble started when the railroae
decided to stop trains in Enid (north
rather than Enid (south). The irats
citizens of Enid (south) resorted t.
several schemes to persuade the train.
to stop, not the least of which wa
firing shots at the locomotives ane
coaches. Conductors had to warn pas
sengers to draw the blinds and In
down on the floor to escape flyin,
glass. Their final and successful gam
bit was o use a timber saw, which yoi
now may see in the Cherokee Stri:
Museun on the Phillips Universit
campus in Enid. Using this saw the
cut the timbers of a railroad trest,
south of Enid and wrecked a freigh
train. Fortunately no one was injurec
The United States Congress ende
this “railroad war” by passing
unique law stating that the train ha)

where the people of En!
to.
ing_his memoirs, a cowbe
named Milt Hinkle admitied robbis
a Santa Fo train near the old 1
Ranch headquarters. His partner 1
crime was Henry Grammer, formé
world’s champion cowboy. The ye
was 1915, The two cowboys, ridir
horseback across 101 pasture nes
White Eagle, encountered a slow mo;
ing train crawling up a steep grad
Grammer commented, “That _tra:
sure would be casy to rob.” Hink
agreed. Just for the heck of it th
climbed aboard the last coach an
proceeded to fill up the ol sack. Th
hid the loot in a hollow log by
nearby creek, intending to give
back to the passengers, virtually ¢
of whom they recognized. But befoi
they could consummate their itt
joke heavy rains washed away log
loot and all. Surprisingly, and pos





[image: image4.png]sibly because both Grammer and
Hinkle were known to be short-tem-
pered and dangerous, 1o one com-
blained.

Al Spencer, another Osage country
outlaw, was called “The Pl
Terror” by newswriters and “King of
the Badlands.” His record of bank
robberies puts him up among the all-
time leaders. He was to cap his me-
teoric career by staging Oklahoma's
last train robbery. Staging is the right
word, for the robbery took place be-
fore a small, select audience. As his
second in command, Spencer had
Frank Nash, a_small, balding man
whose checkered career was to have
a profound catalytic influence on
American gangsterism for the next
decade.

The time was shortly past midnight,
August 21, 1923, The Katy train 2123
was halted a mile past the little town
of Okesa. Spencer and Nash, masked
with women's stockings, subdued the
engineer and fireman and_marched
them back to the mail car. The mail
clerk was forced to admit the bandits.
They quickly rifled the mail sacks. A
single package of registered mail was
scooped up and the bandits melted
back into the darkness. In the package
were twenty thousand dollars worth
of negotiable Liberty Bonds.

A Katy section foreman heard the
shots and saw the holdup. Racing to
a_trackside telephone, he called the
Bartlesville dispatcher and within the
hour, help was on the way.

Methodically, the Okesa robbers
weretracked- down. Nash was cap-
tured as he forded the Rio Grande
on horseback between the U. S. and
Mexico.

Spencer, one of the few old-time
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outlaws to make the transition from
stirrups to steering wheel, was found
hiding on a farm south of the Kansas
line near Coffeyville. When the law
closed in, he chose to fight. He died,
still carrying ten thousand dollars
worth of the uncashed bonds.

Nash was sentenced to the peni-
tentiary but escaped after a few years.
He never returned to Leavenworth,
but the end of his life was destined
o be linked, in a way, to the railroad.
He died in front of a depot. On June
17, 1933, the underworld attempted

to wrest him from the hands of the
law. In the wild shooting melee, five
men_died; four police officers and
Frank Nash. This tragedy has gone
down in history as the infamous Kan-
sas City Union Station massacre.
Perhaps your own  grandparents
were among those who once had to
drop th s, watches, and bill-
folds into a grain sack at the point of
a gun. Surely they knew someone who
did. But when you stop and think
about it, they may have been lucky,
for you can't fly a train to Havana.
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