“In the winter of 1879 I was appointed post trader at Cantonment, in what was then known as the Indian Territory…This post was established a short time after the raid of Dull Knife, through western Kansas, in 1878. 

Col. Richard I. Dodge was in command of the twenty-third Infantry at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, at the time the post was established. He with a detachment of his regiment, left the cars at Dodge City and marched in by way of Fort Supply. A great many Indians were camped in the vicinity of this post shortly after its establishment. 

In July, 1876, after the Custer massacre, I had left Fort Leavenworth to take the position of post trader at Cantonment.  During my stay, I first met the Cheyenne Indians, Crazy Horse’s band of Northern Cheyennes, during the spring of 1877. As my duties as quartermaster’s clerk brought me in contact with the Indians continually in issuing their rations, I learned their language. I became quite friendly here with Black Wolf, a noted Cheyenne. About this time, I became personally acquainted with Young White Horse, a chief of the "Dog Soldiers," they, as you know, being a secret military organization, and he afterwards proved to be one of my best friends. 
In 1880 we had a great deal of trouble with the Cheyennes because the Interior Department had cut down their rations, and game was very scarce. Many of these Indians had recently come in from the warpath and in August, 1877, had, been brought to the Agency in the Territory. They had lived upon buffalo and were really starving on the short rations furnished by the Government. They would not eat wild turkey, which was plentiful at that time, as they claimed it would make cowards of them, nor would they eat fish; nothing but beef or buffalo. 

At the time of the trouble with rations in the territory, Black Wolf came to Cantonment with his band of Northern Cheyennes who were all young warriors anxious to go on the warpath, not realizing that, should they do so, it would be but a short time before they would be wiped out. 

During the entire summer the Indians were very bold, stopping freight teams and taking provisions; even cattlemen could not protect themselves against the depredations committed by these young fellows. Maj. Randall was then in command at Fort Reno, and only through him did we receive any protection at all, as he was fearless, and he did not hesitate in telling the Indians just what they had to do. 

The spring of 1881 the twenty-fourth Infantry was stationed at Cantonment to take the place of the twenty-third Infantry. These troops had served on the Rio Grand from the close of the Civil War and had never had any experience with Indians…We had a great deal of trouble that summer and fall with renegade Indians, as they invariably demanded a gift of cattle from every herd that came up from Texas on the way to Caldwell across their reservation. The demand of these Indians became so notorious that the post commander instructed the Indian scouts to go to the South Canadian at the regular cattle crossing and tell the cattlemen that if they wanted any protection to send to the post… I did the interpreting for the post, and of course was sent to relieve these cattlemen. I stated to Buffalo, who was the leader of the band of Indians demanding toll, that these cattle belonged to me; and the first four or five herds went through without question. After a while Buffalo said to me, "You seem to own a great many cattle, and you say they are yours. I believe you are a coyote, and not telling us the truth." Thereafter I had to have the cattlemen give the Indians two or three head from each herd that crossed, and it seemed to satisfy them. 

When the Cantonment Agency was established, it had jurisdiction over an Indian population of approximately 800. The immediate cause of the establishment of the military post known as "the Cantonment on the North Fork of the Canadian" was the hostile outbreak of a band of Northern Cheyenne Indians, which, under the leadership of Dull Knife and Wild Hog, raided northward across Kansas and Nebraska during the late summer of 1878, leaving a trail of death and destruction behind them. 
The Northern Cheyennes were a high-spirited people who had refused to move even as far south as the Arkansas with their kinsmen of the southern division of the tribe more than forty years before, and they bitterly resented this governmental attempt to force a reunion of the two divisions thus long separated. They remained not only dissatisfied but sullen, utterly refusing to associate with the Southern Cheyennes. 

Detachments of the 24th Infantry were stationed there until the abandonment of the post… The buildings were turned over to the Interior Department. A year or two afterward, they were occupied by a mission and school which was organized and maintained for many years by the Mennonite Church for the benefit of the Indians of the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes.  Rev. Rudolph Petter, who compiled a dictionary of the Cheyenne language was stationed at this mission for many years. 

“MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE CHEYENNE INDIANS”

Address by Henry C. Keeling, of Caldwell, Kansas, December 7, 1909.
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