
Bulldogging has lost some of its original daring and color since the last Bill Pickett, who originated the stunt and was with the 101 Ranch for over 30 years, first used his teeth to grab the steers by their noses.


A Negro, Pickett was born in Texas three years after Lincoln freed the slaves.  He first practiced bulldogging because steers running wild in the mesquite made it difficult to wield a lasso efficiently.  He began riding alongside a steer, catching it by the hors and throwing it and soon discovered that he could do this with his teeth.  


While doing his stunt at Fort Worth, the bulldogger was spotted by col. Joe C. Miller who immediately contracted the Negro to appear with the Miller’s road show.  Pickett remained with the 101 Ranch until his death 30 years later on April 2, 1932. Following the funeral services which were conducted on the porch of the 101 White House, he was buried only three miles south of the ranch.


On the day of Pickett’s death Colonel Zack wrote the following poem:
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Old Bill has died and gone away,



Over the “Great Divide,”



Gone to a place where the preachers say



Both saint and sinner will abide.



If they “check his brand” like I think they will



It’s a running horse they’ll give to Bill.



And some good wild steers till he gets his fill.



And a great big crowd for him to thrill.



If the job was tough, be it hot or cold,



You could get it done, if Bill was told,



He’d fix a fence, or skin a cow,



Or ride a bronc, and even plow,



Or do anything if you told him how.



Like many men of the oldtime West.



On any job he did his best.


At the time of his death, which occurred two weeks after he was injured while roping horses in the 101 corral, it was said that there was not a bone in his body that had not been broken sometime during his career.


While appearing with the show in Mexico City, Pickett through Colonel Miller, issued the challenge that he would bulldog any bull turned into the bullfight arena for a $5,000 purse and gate receipts. The Negro’s daring and resulting publicity attracted thousands of spectators, including President Diaz.  Gate receipts reached $48,000. making the total wager $53,000.


The Mexican aficionados threatened to riot when Pickett bulldogged the huge animal as soon as it entered the arena.  Incensed because the American had thrown one of their prize animals, the crowd became increasingly angry.  Despite the plea, the Negro continued, holding the bull for 38 minutes, seven and one-half of which he spent on its head.  He was afraid to let go, he admitted. A Mexican bullfighter assisted in getting Pickett out of the ring.  He returned later to salute the President and collect the money, aggravating the crowd further. Once the incident was over, the show’s engagement there was one of the most successful in its career.







-The Ponca City News, September 15, 1968.

